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restored. In some cases, there was for a time great apparent 
relief from the operation ; the patients actually heard better, or 
thought they did ; but the good effects were not found to be 
permanent, and it is now almost altogether abandoned. We are 
surprised to perceive, that Mr. Curtis entertains so favorable an 
opinion of it; we doubt whether he will find many to agree 
with him. We have, however, alluded to this operation, because 
it promised as much as almost any one for the relief of deafness, 
that has ever been suggested, and because it is now usually 
regarded as an entire failure. It shows that much has not 
been accomplished by surgical operations for the restoration of 
hearing. 

Mr. Curtis's book can be easily understood by most persons. 
It is not burdened with technical language, and would perhaps 
even be more interesting to general readers than to professional 
ones. It will be useful to all classes, by making them perceive 
the importance of early attention to the first indications of 
impaired hearing, for this it very properly inculcates. Its plan 
is judicious. It first describes the organ of hearing and its 
healthy functions in man, and after giving an account of those 
organs in some of the inferior animals, it proceeds to an exami- 
nation of the diseases. 

We are pleased to see the increased attention that is bestowed 
upon this subject, and are desirous that it should still more 
occupy the thoughts of scientific professional men. On this 
account we should be glad to have Mr. Curtis's book very gene- 
rally circulated ; not because it is precisely the work we could 
wish, but because we know of no other, that is, on the whole, 
to be preferred to it. At any rate it presents the points that 
require investigation, if it does not always suggest the best mode 
of conducting it; and thus, is likely to induce observation and 
excite inquiry that may lead to very important results. 



6. — Poems, by Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston; Otis, 
Broaders, & Co. 12mo. pp. 163. 

We have seldom had more genuine enjoyment in the course 
of our critical labors, than in examining this unpretending little 
book. In these days, we look with some dismay upon a volume 
of poems, especially if it be a little one : they are apt to exhibit a 
remarkable economy of the material, and a prodigal use of the 
washes and varnishes by which the want of it is supplied. 
" Things of eve " and " things of morn," with various other 
creatures of equivocal generation, have figured in such pages, 
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till it seemed as if poetry had lost its connexion with manly sen- 
timent and true human nature. The consequence of this im- 
posture has been, that poetry has almost dwindled from public 
observation . Whenever a decided genius like Mrs. Hemans 
appears, instead of being received with favor because she is a 
poet, poetry is indebted to her for finding for it eyes to see 
and ears to hear ; while writers who have no such commanding 
claim to attention, after being flattered and possibly read in 
their little circles, sink quietly into forgetfulness, and are never 
heard Of more. 

Mr. Holmes does not write in this mezzotinto style ; he re- 
minds us more of the clear strong lines of the ancient engravers. 
His manner is entirely his own, manly and unaffected ; gen- 
erally easy and playful, and sinking at times into ' a most humor- 
ous sadness.' The latter is evidently his favorite style, and we 
think his best. There was no need of the defence of this kind 
of writing which we find in his preface; all poetry which has 
any relation to humanity, will deal in smiles as well as tears. The 
critic may demonstrate that it is undignified in the poet to en- 
tertain his readers ; but, an appeal being open from criticism to 
nature, whoever makes us laugh in this care-worn world will 
always be sustained by the common gratitude of mankind. 

The first of these poems, called a Metrical Essay upon the 
subject of Poetry, was recited at the last anniversary of the Phi 
Beta Kappa Society, at Cambridge. As it was pronounced, it 
seemed to us more like inspiration than almost any thing which 
ever came in our way. As readers, we find it finished with much 
care, and abounding in striking thoughts and illustrations ; but 
we apprehend that it was not so great a favorite with the writer 
as some of the lyrical pieces, which were struck off with less 
labor, but more power. One or two fine specimens of the latter 
are inserted in the larger poem by way of illustration ; and with 
most readers these will be regarded as the pearls, and the poem 
as the string. We would not, however, do it injustice ; the 
chief defect is the want of clearness, in expressing the truths in 
relation to poetical materials and inspirations which it contains. 
Some passages in it require to be read twice, before the reader is 
sure of their meaning. This occasional obscurity is strongly 
contrasted with the easy and natural flow of the lyrical poems. 
Nothing need be more beautiful than the lines on the Cambridge 
Church-yard, a place to which many hearts are bound by strong 
associations ; and the strain upon the plan proposed by the 
Navy Department for breaking up the Frigate Constitution, an 
unhappy suggestion of some one who was probably more familiar 
with national ship-yards than national feelings, will rank with 
the best martial songs of England. 
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We think that the comic pieces in this little collection are 
decidedly the best, or rather we should say those in which a 
quiet humor is blended with the pathetic so as to heighten the 
effect of the grotesque without destroying the plaintive character 
of the whole. An example of this is afforded in " The Last 
Reader " ; it is evidently the kind of writing in which the author 
lakes most pleasure ; and if he should find room for poetical 
pursuits in the caresof his profession, we hope that this graceful 
style will be his choice. At the same time we must allow that 
his more comic pieces are exceedingly entertaining ; particularly 
the lines upon the Comet, which is irresistible for its humor, and 
at the same time contains one or two passages of great power. 
The incident so well related in " The Height of the Ridiculous " 
might be fact, not fable. 

We have not time to give an account of the work in detail, nor 
is it necessary ; a book so entertaining is by this time in the 
hands of a great proportion of our readers. They will agree 
with us in the opinion that the author is a man of genius, and in 
the hope that the favor with which his work has been received 
may induce him to come before the public again. There is no 
profession so engrossing as to leave no time for poetry ; and the 
mind must be of a very unmanageable sort, which any intellec- 
tual pursuit would unfit for the practical business of life. It is a 
great mistake to suppose that the best poetry proceeds from those 
who have nothing else to do. So far as profit is concerned, this 
pursuit will not be gainful ; but in all that respects happiness, 
honor, and improvement, the member of any profession will 
do wisely to make a place among his other pursuits for this. 
There are not many writers to whom we should urge this argu- 
ment ; but where a writer possesses real talent and great powers 
of entertainment, no such prejudice ought to deprive the world 
of the enjoyment which he is able to give. 



7. — Manual of Classical Literature, from the German of J. J. 
Eschenberg, Professor in the Carolinum, at Brunswick. 
With Additions. By N. W. Fiske, Professor of the 
Latin and Greek Languages in Amherst College. 
Philadelphia; Key & Biddle. 1836. 8vo. pp. 664. ~ 

This work is divided into five parts, embracing the Archae- 
ology of Literature and Art, the History of Ancient Literature, 
Greek and Roman, the Mythology of the Greeks and Romans, 
Greek and Roman Antiquities, and Classical Geography and 



